[A patient with vertebral artery dissection who initially suffered from pharyngeal pain].
We have encountered a case of a patient with bilateral vertebral artery (VA) dissection who suffered from severe pharyngeal pain. A 61-year-old man, who initially visited a nearby hospital for investigation of mild headache, was pointed out to have a left VA aneurysm. The next morning, severe pharyngeal pain on the right side suddenly occurred. The cause was unknown even when consultation was made to an otolaryngology and oral and maxillofacial surgeon. Sore throat improved in two days. On the 12th day after pharyngeal pain, the patient entered our hospital with a diagnosis of VA dissection. Imaging studies indicated severe stenosis of the right VA and an aneurysm of the left VA which confirmed the diagnosis of bilateral VA dissection. After severe stenosis of the right VA improved a little, the trapping of the left VA aneurysm was performed with bypass surgery of the occipital artery to the posterior inferior cerebellar artery. Although there have been reports of glossopharyngeal neuralgia due to compression of dissective aneurysms of VA, no report exists in terms of a sore throat due to VA dissection without glossopharyngeal neuralgia. This symptom was considered to be involved in the referred pain.